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1. General information 
 

"From the date on which Act of Parliament 2014-872 of 4 August 2014 comes into force (or the 

decrees on the role and status of SNCF, SNCF Réseau and SNCF Mobilités), the reader is 

informed that: 

- the corporate name "SNCF Réseau" will supersede the following names: "RFF" 
(otherwise called "Réseau Ferré de France"), "department in charge of traffic and 
train movement control" (otherwise called "SGTC" or "Rail Traffic Department" or 
"DCF), "SNCF Infrastructure" (otherwise called "SNCF-Infra"), and this will apply for 
the rights and obligations of any kind associated with them in the context of this 
national rail Network Statement (including appendices)  

- The corporate name "SNCF Mobilités" will supersede the name "SNCF" (where it is used to 
denote the railway undertaking or service infrastructure manager), and this will apply for the 
rights and obligations of any kind associated with it in the context of this national rail 
Network Statement (including appendices)" 

The modifications required to ensure the consistency of this document with the above-mentioned 

texts will be undertaken during 2015. 

 

1.1. Introduction 

Réseau Ferré de France, a national public industrial and commercial undertaking created by Act of 

Parliament 97-135 of 13 February 1997, has the task of upgrading, developing, coordinating and 

exploiting the national rail network, in line with the principles of public service, for the purposes of 

promoting rail transport in France and according to a sustainable development rationale. 

 

Chapter 1 

General information 

javascript:onResult_Action(1,'FICHE_IMAGE','xId=12757&xPosId=52&xRowId=12740','');
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000747658
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000747658
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Since transparency and non-discrimination are essential to attain the objective of developing rail 

transport, Réseau Ferré de France has established this Network Statement, which describes the 

principles of and procedures for use of rail infrastructure, as required by the Transport Code and Decree 

No. 2003-194 of 7 March 2003.  

1.2. Objective 

The national rail Network Statement contains the information needed by railway undertakings wishing to 

use the national rail network to provide passenger and freight transport services and, more generally, by 

all parties with an interest in rail transport.  

All contracts or trade agreements signed with Réseau Ferré de France according to §§ 2.2.6, 2.3 and 4.1 

will have to be drawn up in line with the rules set out in this document. 

1.3. Legal framework  

The present Network Statement is based in particular on the following legal and regulatory texts: 

- Regulation (EU) No 913/2010/EC of 22 September 2010 concerning a European rail network 
for competitive freight 

- Directive 2004/49/EC of 29 April 2004, amended by Directives 2008/110/EC of 16 December 
2008, 2009/149/EC of 27 November 2009 and 2012/34/EU, on the safety of the Community's 
railways 

- Directive 2008/57/EC of 17 June 2008 on the interoperability of the European rail system within 
the Community 

- Directive 2012/34/EU of 21 November 2012 establishing a single European railway area 

- Transport Code, section on legislation  

- Act of Parliament 2014-872 of 4 August 2014 establishing railway reform 

- Decree No. 97-444 of 5 May 1997 (amended) concerning the role and articles of incorporation of 
Réseau Ferré de France   

- Decree No. 97-446 of 5 May 1997 (amended) on charges for the use of the national rail network 
payable to Réseau Ferré de France  

- Decree No. 2003-194 of 7 March 2003 (amended) concerning the use of the national rail 
network  

- Decree No. 2006-1279 of 19 October 2006 (amended) concerning railway operating safety and 
the interoperability of the rail system  

- Decree No. 2012-70 of 20 January 2012 relating to passenger stations and to other service 
infrastructure on the rail network 

- Administrative order of 19 March 2012 specifying the objectives, methods, safety indicators 
and technical regulations governing safety and interoperability applicable on the national rail 
network 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006068730&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20100602
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=88E1086BAC7111B868890206A342AA49.tpdjo05v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023086517&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20101202
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:276:0022:0032:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2004:164:0044:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:345:0062:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:345:0062:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:313:0065:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:343:0032:01:EN:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:191:0001:0045:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:343:0032:01:EN:HTML
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=88E1086BAC7111B868890206A342AA49.tpdjo05v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023086517&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20101202
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000029330511&categorieLien=id
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=ED4B0244143583CE2421D16881E01356.tpdjo11v_2?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005623425&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20100908
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=0927F943155DF568746AC85B4EFCD14C.tpdjo13v_3?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000565397&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;idArticle=&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20100908
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025179313&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;fastPos=1&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;fastReqId=1656847707&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;categorieLien=cid&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=664C43B845A3DCC21580FB2BF3D46BCB.tpdjo08v_1?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;categorieLien=id
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Other legal and regulatory texts which particularly govern the conditions for access to the national rail 
network and its use are available on the Réseau Ferré de France website. 

1.4. Legal status 

1.4.1. Liability 

This document contains a description of the basic elements of the national rail network and its use, as 

they stood at the date of its publication. 

However, given the sheer volumes of data and the difficulties in updating it, there may be a few 

inaccuracies or differences between the descriptions in this document and actual reality.  

Railway undertakings are invited to consult Réseau Ferré de France for further details, in particular 

regarding any changes in the infrastructure of the national rail network occurring between the publication 

of this document and the period to which it applies. 

Réseau Ferré de France also invites the reader to report any errors found in this document by writing to 

observationsdrr@rff.fr, and undertakes to correct them at the earliest opportunity. 

In addition, RFF cannot guarantee the content of websites referred to in this Network Statement. If RFF is 

informed of any rights violations regarding these sites, it undertakes to delete the links to the sites in 

question. 

1.4.2. Appeals procedure 

In accordance with the Transport Code, appeals may be lodged with the Railway Regulation Authority 

(ARAF) by those authorised to request railway infrastructure capacity or any infrastructure manager, if 

they consider themselves to be the victims of unfair treatment, discrimination or any other prejudice 

connected with access to the rail network, in particular in relation to the provisions set out in this 

document. 

1.5. Structure of the Network Statement 

The structure of this document in accordance with legal provisions has been refined and written down by 

RailNetEurope (§ 1.10).  

The common structure and amendments to it are published on the RailNetEurope website. 

In principle, Network Statements drawn up by infrastructure managers of networks neighbouring RFF 

follow the same structure. 

1.6. Validity and updating process 

1.6.1. Validity period 

With the exception of provisions related to charges for minimum services that become enforceable after 

obtaining the assent of ARAF, this Network Statement will come into force immediately after publication. It 

will be applicable to capacity requests and traffic movements during the 2015 timetable until the end of 

the timetable or 12 December 2015. 

1.6.2. Updating process 

The Network Statement may be regularly updated by Réseau Ferré de France. These updates will come 

into force following their publication by Réseau Ferré de France using whatever means appropriate. 

http://www.rff.fr/en
http://www.rff.fr/en
mailto:observationsdrr@rff.fr
http://regulation-ferroviaire.fr/
http://regulation-ferroviaire.fr/
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With the exceptions of corrections of material errors, amendments aimed at bringing the document into 

line with reality (maps, technical data, processes, etc.) and updates relating to subjects not included in the 

scope of  Article 17 of Decree No. 2003-194, Réseau Ferré de France will submit draft amendments to 

this document to interested parties. Moreover, all amendments will be communicated to customers and 

updated in Appendix 1.1. 

ARAF shall have two months from the date of publication to issue its considered opinion. In accordance 

with the provisions of Article L 2133-6 of the Transport Code, amendments that, according to this 

opinion, are necessary to bring the provisions in line with the regulations, may be made without consulting 

the interested parties again. For each consultation procedure, the opinions of the interested parties shall 

be considered favourable if they do not respond by the agreed deadline. 

It should be noted that legal and statutory texts adopted following the publication of the Network 

Statement will be applicable without it being necessary to update the Network Statement. 

Moreover, these documents, which are binding by nature (Article 10 of Decree No. 2006-1279 

mentioned above) or because they are mentioned in this document, are subject to a drafting and 

updating procedure that is different from that of the Network Statement. These documents and their 

corresponding preparation and update processes are given in Appendix 1.2. 

The information contained in documents which are not given in the list in Appendix 1.2 but which are 

referred to in this Network Statement, is not considered as forming an integral part of the Network 

Statement. 

1.7. Publishing  

The Network Statement is drawn up and published by Réseau Ferré de France, in French and English, 

on the RFF website. In the event of discrepancies or difficulties in the interpretation of the different 

versions, the French version will hold sway. 

1.8. Contacts 

1.8.1. One Stop Shop at Réseau Ferré de France 

Any interested railway undertaking wishing to obtain details or further information regarding any of the 

provisions contained in this document may contact Réseau Ferré de France: 

¶ by post:  

Réseau Ferré de France 

Commercialisation and Planning 

Direction commerciale 

One Stop Shop 

92, avenue de France 

75648 PARIS CEDEX 13 

¶ by email: GuichetUnique@rff.fr ; 

¶ by telephone: +33 (0)1 53 94 10 11 

  

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=C809737CA0E382C564204B7C031D60A8.tpdjo04v_3?idArticle=LEGIARTI000022782525&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;cidTexte=LEGITEXT000005634059&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20110323
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix1-1
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do;jsessionid=E78BB7EAFC0737E93E8105AF25B4F7AC.tpdjo13v_3?idArticle=LEGIARTI000023084470&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=20120322
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix1-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix1-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/french-reference-texts/rail-network-statement/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/french-reference-texts/rail-network-statement/
mailto:GuichetUnique@rff.fr
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1.8.2. Local RFF Divisions 

RFF is organised into 12 local divisions: 

Bourgogne/Franche-Comté +33 (0)3 80 23 71 39 

Aquitaine/Poitou-Charentes +33 (0)5 56 93 54 00 

Ile-de-France +33 (0)1 53 94 93 00 

Nord-Pas-de-Calais/Picardie +33 (0)3 20 12 45 20 

Rhône-Alpes/Auvergne +33 (0)4 72 84 65 70 

Provence-Alpes-Côte-dôAzur +33 (0)4 96 17 04 80 

Languedoc-Roussillon +33 (0)4 99 52 21 70 

Bretagne/Pays-de-la-Loire +33 (0)2 40 3592 50 

Centre Limousin +33 (0)2 38 80 99 10 

Haute and Basse Normandie +33 (0)2 32 76 03 66 

Alsace-Lorraine/Champagne-Ardenne +33 (0)3 88 23 30 70 

Midi-Pyrénées +33 (0)5 34 44 10 60 
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1.8.3. Infrastructure managers of networks neighbouring the French rail network 

The rail networks of neighbouring countries or bi-national infrastructure elements are also subject 

to Network Statements, which are available from: 

United 

Kingdom  

 

Network Rail ï Commercial Manager, Contracts & Franchising 

Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1 9AG 

www.networkrail.co.uk 

United 

Kingdom 

 High Speed One 

12th Floor, One Euston Square, 40 Melton Street, London NW1 2FD 

www.highspeed1.com 

Belgium 

 

 

Infrabel ï Direction accès au Réseau ï Section 15/1 

Rue de Bara 110, B-1070 Brussels 

www.infrabel.be 

Luxembourg 

 

 

Administration des chemins de fer ï Guichet Unique 

BP 1401, L-1014 Luxembourg 

www.railinfra.lu  

Germany 

 

 DB Netz AG 

Theodor-Heuss-Allee 7, D-60486 Frankfurt-am-Main 

www.db.de 

Switzerland 

 

 

CFF Infrastructure ï Horaire et design du réseau ï Contrats et vente de 
sillons 
Mittelstrasse 43, CH-3000 Bern 65  
www.cff.ch 

Sillon Suisse SA 
Schwarztorstrasse 31, PO BOX 8521, CH-3001 Bern 
www.sillon.ch/ 

Italy 

 

 

RFI Rete Ferroviaria Italiana S.P.A 

Direzione Commerciale ed Esercizio Rete 

Piazza della Croce Rossa, 1 00161 Rome  

 www.rfi.it 

Spain 

 

 Adif ï Dirección de prestación de servicios comerciales  

Calle Sor ȯngela de la Cruz 3 ï 28020 Madrid  

www.adif.es 

TP Ferro 

 

 TP Ferro ï Département d'Exploitation ï OSS Train path requests 

Ctra. de Llers a Hostalets GIP-5107, km 1  

17730 LLERS (Girona) ï SPAIN 

www.tpferro.com 

Eurotunnel 

 

 Eurotunnel UK ï Terminal Directeur du Développement Ferroviaire ï P.O. 

Box 2000 ï Folkestone - Kent CT18 8XY - UNITED KINGDOM  

www.eurotunnelfreight.com 

 

 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/
http://www.highspeed1.com/
http://www.infrabel.be/
http://www.railinfra.lu/
http://www.db.de/
http://mct.sbb.ch/mct/fr/infra-dienstleistungen/infra-netze/infra-schiene/infra-oss.htm
http://www.sillon.ch/
http://www.rfi.it/
http://www.adif.es/
http://www.tpferro.com/
http://www.eurotunnelfreight.com/uk/home/


 
 

 

 

     National Rail Network Statement 
2015 timetable 

Version of 05/12/2014 15 

Major French seaports or river ports which manage port railway lines are as follows:  

Grand port maritime de Bordeaux  
2, place Gabriel 
33000 BORDEAUX 

+33 (0)5 56 90 58 00 
www.bordeaux-port.fr 

Grand port maritime de Dunkerque  
Terre Plein Guillain 
59140 DUNKERQUE 

+33 (0)3 28 28 78 78 
www.dunkerque-port.fr/ 

Grand port maritime du Havre  
Terre Plein de la Barre 
76067 LE HAVRE CEDEX 

+33 (0)2 32 74 74 00 
www.havre-port.fr 

Grand port maritime de Marseille  
23, pl. de la Joliette ï BP 81976 
13226 MARSEILLE CEDEX 02 

+33 (0)4 91 39 40 00 
www.marseille-port.fr 

Grand port maritime de Nantes 
Saint Nazaire  

18, quai Ernest Renaud 
44100 NANTES 

+33 (0)2 40 44 71 41 
www.nantes.port.fr 

Ports de Paris 
 

2, Quai de Grenelle 
75015 PARIS 

+33 (0)1 40 58 29 99 
www.paris-ports.fr/ 
 

Grand port maritime de la Rochelle  
BP 70394 
17001 LA ROCHELLE 

+33 (0)5 46 00 53 60 
www.larochelle.port.fr 

Grand port maritime de Rouen  
34, boulevard Boisguilbert 
76000 ROUEN 

+33 (0)2 35 52 54 56 
www.rouen.port.fr 

Port Autonome de Strasbourg 
 

25 rue de la Nuée Bleue - CS 80407 
67002 STRASBOURG Cedex 
 

+33 (0)3 88 21 74 74 
www.strasbourg.port.fr 
 

http://www.bordeaux-port.fr/
http://www.dunkerque-port.fr/
http://www.havre-port.fr/
http://www.marseille-port.fr/
http://www.nantes.port.fr/
http://www.paris-ports.fr/
http://www.larochelle.port.fr/
http://www.rouen.port.fr/
http://www.strasbourg.port.fr/
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1.8.4. Operators of combined transport terminals (in whole or in part) 

TOURS Saint-Pierre des 

Corps 

Brangeon Transports et Logistique  
7, route de Montjean 
BP 46 
49620 LA POMMERAYE 

+33 (0)2 41 72 11 59 

www.brangeon.fr 
 

PARIS Valenton 

Decor 

37, quai de Bosc 

34200 SETE 

+33 (0)4 67 18 64 81 

HENDAYE 

Hendaye Manutention  

Cour Bidassoa BP 142 

64700 HENDAYE 

+33 (0)5 59 20 02 86 

COGNAC 

Naviland Cargo 

15-17 all®e de lôEurope 

92588 CLICHY CEDEX 

+33 (0)1 41 05 33 01 

www.naviland-cargo.com 

DIJON Gevrey 

BORDEAUX Hourcade 

LE HAVRE Soquence 

MARSEILLE Canet 1 

TOULOUSE St-Jory 

PARIS Valenton  

LYON Vénissieux 

AVIGNON Courtine 
Novatrans  

CAP WEST 

15-17 all®e de lôEurope 

92558 Clichy Cedex 

+33 (0)1 40 87 97 00 

www.novatrans.fr 

NOISY LE SEC 

PARIS Valenton 

LYON St Priest 

PARIS Valenton 

MARSEILLE Canet 2 

T3M 

1, rue Pierre Sémard 

94460 VALENTON 

+33 (0)1 41 94 16 50 

www.t3m.fr 

RENNES 

Combiwest 

21, avenue Chardonnet 

35000 RENNES 

+33 (0)1 41 94 16 50 

www.combiwest.com 

CLERMONT-FERRAND 

Gerzat 

Ferovergne 

2 rue de l'Industrie 

63360 GERZAT 

+33 (0)4 73 92 74 30 

PERPIGNAN SAINT-

CHARLES 

Perpignan Saint Charles Conteneur 

Terminal SAEML 

320 avenue de Barcelone 

66000 PERPIGNAN 

+33 (0)4 68 81 96 09 

 

NANCY 

CHAMPIGNEULLES  

SASU SE3M 

9, chemin de la Rompure 

54 250 CHAMPIGNEULLES 

+33 (0)3 83 36 27 14 

 

http://www.brangeon.fr/
http://www.naviland-cargo.com/
http://www.novatrans.fr/english/html/en-home.htm
http://www.tab-transports.com/
http://www.combiwest.com/
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As some occupancy agreements for the terminals above will come to an end during the year, their 

respective operators are likely to change. Moreover, the sites in Le Havre Plaine, Paris Chapelle, 

Toulouse Fenouillet and Orléans are not subject to an occupancy agreement as of the date of publication 

of this document. 

For these sites and for up-to-date information on the operators, please contact the dedicated account 

manager, or, if there is no identified contact person, the One Stop Shop. 

Further information on the combined transport terminals is provided in §§ 3.6.2.1, 5.5, 5.5.16.2.2.1, and in 

Appendices 9 and 10.3. 

1.8.5. Other railway players 

Other French railway players are listed below with their contact details:  

Railway Regulation Authority 
(ARAF) 

57, boulevard Demorieux ï CS 81915 
72019 LE MANS CEDEX 2 

www.regulation-ferroviaire.fr 

Railway Safety Authority 
(EPSF) 

60, rue de la Vallée ï CS 11758  
80017 AMIENS CEDEX 1 

www.securite-ferroviaire.fr 

The Ministry of Ecology, 
Sustainable Development and 
Energy 

Grande Arche ï Tour Pascal A et B  
 92055 LA DEFENSE CEDEX 

www.developpement-

durable.gouv.fr 

SNCF ï Gares & Connexions 
Station access point for railway 
undertakings (GGEF)  
16, avenue dôIvry ï 75013 PARIS 

www.gares-connexions.com 

International Union of Railways 
(UIC) 

16, rue Jean Rey 
75015 PARIS 

www.uic.org 

 

1.9. European freight corridors 

¶ Presentation of freight corridors 

Regulation (EU) No 913/2010/EC of 22 September 2010 concerning a European rail network for 

competitive freight provides for the creation of a freight railway network consisting of nine European 

corridors, and introduces international coordination regulations for the management of the corridor and 

the allocation of infrastructure capacity. France is affected by the implementation of the North Sea-

Mediterranean corridor (previously No. 2), the Atlantic corridor (previously No. 4) and the Mediterranean 

corridor (previously No. 6), described in the table below and presented in Appendix 6.15 of this 

document. 

  

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix/all
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix10-3
http://www.regulation-ferroviaire.fr/
http://www.securite-ferroviaire.fr/
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/-Transports,1310-.html
http://www.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/-Transports,1310-.html
http://www.gares-connexions.com/
http://www.uic.org/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:276:0022:0032:en:PDF
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-15
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¶ Governing freight corridors 

For each corridor, the various bodies for governing freight corridors are as follows: 

- an executive committee, composed of representatives from the Member States, specifically 
charged with defining the general objectives of the corridor; 

- a management committee, composed of representatives of the infrastructure managers and 
bodies for distributing capacity, specifically charged with taking measures regarding the 
organisation and management of the corridor.  

Each of these two committees makes its decisions by the mutual consent of its members.  

¶ Conditions of use for freight corridors 

Each management committee creates, regularly updates and publishes a corridor information document 

containing information relating to the conditions of use on all the freight corridor infrastructure, such as: 

- information regarding the access conditions to railway infrastructure contained in the national 
Network Statements  

- list and characteristics of terminals, in particular information relating to the conditions and 
methods of access to terminals 

- the procedures drawn up for capacity management on the corridor 

- the implementation plan of the corridor  

The corridor information documents are available on the websites of the individual corridors. 

  Member States Main routes 

North Sea-

Mediterranean 

corridor (previously 

No. 2) 

NL, BE, LU, FR, 

CH 

 

Rotterdam-Anvers-Luxembourg-Metz-Dijon-

Lyon/Basel 

 

Atlantic corridor 

(previously No. 4) 
PT, ES, FR 

Sines-Lisbon/Leixoes 
Madrid-Medina del Campo/Bilbao/Saint-

Sébastien-Irun-Bordeaux-Paris/Le 

Havre/Metz 

Sines-Elvas/Algeciras 

Mediterranean 

corridor (previously 

No. 6) 

ES, FR, IT, SI, 

HU 

 

Almería-Valencia/Madrid-

Zaragoza/Barcelona-Marseille-Lyon-Turin-

Milan-Verona-Padua/Venice-Trieste/Koper- 

Ljubljana-Budapest-Zahony (border between 

Hungary and the Ukraine) 
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¶ One Stop Shops for freight corridors  

Each management committee has created a One Stop Shop, tasked with allocating infrastructure 

capacity for freight corridor train paths so that railway undertakings and authorised applicants can submit 

their train path requests for a freight train crossing at least one border along a freight corridor to, and 

receive a response from, a single body.  

¶ Useful contacts 

Any interested railway undertaking wishing to obtain details or further information regarding freight 

corridors should get in touch with the following points of contact: 

 

  Manageme

nt 

committee 

name 

Contact Contact details Website 

North Sea-

Mediterranean 

corridor  
GEIE RFC2 

Thomas 

VANBEVEREN 

+32 (0)2 432 28 08 

oss@rfc2.eu   
www.rfc2.eu 

Atlantic 

corridor  

GEIE 

CFM4 

Felix 

BARTOLOME 

ALONSO 

+34 (0)9 17 744 774 

oss@corridor4.eu  
www.corridor4.

eu 

Mediterranean 

corridor GEIE RFC6 
Pierre 

CHAUVIN 

+39 (0)3 24 829 8130 

oss@railfreightcorridor6.eu 

www.railfreight

corridor6.eu 

¶ Appeals regarding the corridors and the competence of the regulators 

Any operator that considers itself to be the victim of unfair treatment, discrimination or any form of 

prejudice in connection with the allocation of infrastructure capacity by the One Stop Shops for freight 

corridors may submit a complaint:  

- For the North Sea-Mediterranean corridor, to Institut Luxembourgeois de Régulation, 17 rue du 
Fossé, 2922 Luxembourg, Luxembourg (www.ilr.public.lu) 

- For the Atlantic corridor, to ARAF, 57, Boulevard Demorieux, CS 81915, 72019 LE MANS 
CEDEX 2, France  
(www.regulation-ferroviaire.fr) ; 

- For the Mediterranean corridor, to Autorità di Regolazione dei Trasporti (ART), Via Nizza 230, I-
10126 Turin, Italy 
(www.autorita-trasporti.it ; art@autorita-trasporti.it)   

ART replaces the previous body URSF (Ufficio per la Regolazione dei Servizi Ferroviari) 

The cooperation conditions for handling these disputes are detailed in the cooperation agreements drawn 

up between regulators and are available on their websites.  

mailto:oss@rfc2.eu
http://www.rfc2.eu/
mailto:oss@corridor4.eu
http://www.corridor4.eu/
http://www.corridor4.eu/
mailto:OSS@railfreightcorridor6.eu
http://www.railfreightcorridor6.eu/
http://www.railfreightcorridor6.eu/
http://www.ilr.public.lu/
http://www.regulation-ferroviaire.fr/
http://www.autorita-trasporti.it/
mailto:art@autorita-trasporti.it
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1.10.   RailNetEurope ï international cooperation between infrastructure 
managers 

To promote and facilitate international traffic on the European rail network, most European infrastructure 

managers formed a group in January 2004 called RailNetEurope, an association that has its 

headquarters in Vienna (Austria).  

The association currently has 35 members, infrastructure managers and a distribution body. These cover 

a network of over 230 000 kilometres. 

The Network Statements for these European infrastructure managers can also be found on the 

RailNetEurope website (or RNE), along with the contact details of the One Stop Shops. 

1.10.1.   One Stop Shop (OSS) 

The infrastructure managers have all set up one-stop-shops that work together as a network and 

constitute the single points of contact for existing and prospective customers wishing to obtain access to 

railway infrastructure, or for any interested parties seeking information about the railway networks.  

The role of these One Stop Shops is to: 

- provide advice and information on the range of products and services offered by the infrastructure 
managers; 

- supply the information required to obtain access to and use the infrastructure of the infrastructure 
managers; 

- handle requests for train paths on the networks of the infrastructure managers belonging to 
RailNetEurope in association with these infrastructure managers; 

- ensure that requests for international train paths are duly taken into account in the annual 
timetabling process; 

- together with the other infrastructure managers concerned, propose train paths for complete trips; 

- finalise contracts; 

- help customers with regard to invoicing and payment procedures. 

1.10.2.   Other services  

The infrastructure managers offer their customers a number of common services to assist in ordering 

train paths and tracking international traffic movements. 

RailNetEurope provides member infrastructure managers with support for international train paths for 

both passenger and freight trains. 

In addition, RailNetEurope makes various tools available for railway undertakings and authorised 

applicants to facilitate the scheduling of international train paths: 

http://www.rne.eu/home.html
http://www.rne.eu/members_ns.html
http://www.rne.eu/members_ns.html
http://www.rne.eu/oss_network.html
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¶ Path Coordination System (PCS) 

PCS is a web application for use by railway undertakings and infrastructure managers, via which 

international train path requests can be made. 

The tool simplifies the interfaces and coordination for international train path construction and 

integrates the preparatory processes for the timetable for the coming year.  

¶ Charging Information System (CIS) 

CIS is an online tool which allows the rapid estimation of infrastructure charges for international 

train paths. It combines the various national rail charging systems to calculate the price for the use of 

international train paths. 

¶ Train Information System (TIS) 

TIS is a tool which allows international passenger and freight trains to be visualised in real time. At 

the moment it is being developed on the main trans-European railway corridors.  

The information currently available includes: current and past train locations, agreed timetables and 

reasons for delay, if necessary. 

These various tools are described on the RailNetEurope website. 

1.11. Glossary 

Appendix 2 consists of a glossary giving definitions of the terms and abbreviations used in this 

document. 

RailNetEurope has also made a glossary available on its website. 

https://www.pfndr.org/
http://eicis.railneteurope.info/uc1/loginE.jsp
https://www.europtirails.eu/
http://www.rne.eu/supporting-it.html
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix2-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix2-1
http://www.rne.eu/index.php/ns_glossary.html
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2. National rail network access conditions 

2.1. Introduction 

The national rail network is made up of all the lines on French territory for which the management is 

entrusted to Réseau Ferré de France by law. The lines open to commercial traffic are defined in 

Appendix 4.1. (list of basic section categories). 

In addition to access to tracks or lines that do not form part of the national rail network, some 

infrastructure elements are accessible from the network, including: 

- platforms, stops and passenger station buildings 

- installations supplying electricity and distributing electricity for traction on railway lines open 
to public traffic 

- marshalling or train formation yards 

- storage sidings 

- freight terminals, including combined transport work sites and non-railway infrastructure at 
these terminals 

- fuel and sand replenishment facilities and walkways for inspecting roofs 

- maintenance centre facilities and other technical facilities required for light maintenance 
services 

Details of the service infrastructure managed by bodies other than RFF are given in Appendix 9. 

In this second chapter the conditions to be fulfilled by railway undertakings wishing to operate trains on 

the national rail network are described, including general and specific access requirements, 

commercial conditions and operational rules established for train operation.  

 

Chapter 2 

National rail network access conditions 
 

 

Chapter 2 

Conditions dôacc¯s au r®seau ferr® 

national 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-1
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2.2. General access requirements 

2.2.1. National rail network access conditions 

In application of Decrees No. 2003-194 and No. 2006-1279, all railway undertakings wishing to 

operate rail transport services and to be granted access to railway infrastructure must be in 

possession of: 

- a railway operator's licence, 

- an insurance certificate, 

- a contract for the use of the infrastructure, 

- a safety certificate valid for the services concerned, to actually operate trains on the 
infrastructure.  

2.2.2. Applicants for access to the national rail network 

Without prejudice to the stipulations of Article L.2141-1 of the Transport Code, railway undertakings 

established in a Member State of the European Union or applying equivalent rules to those of the 

European Union by virtue of agreements with the latter shall have the right to access to the national 

rail network as defined in Article 1 of Decree 2003-194, for the purpose of operating:   

- freight transport services,  

- combined freight transport services,  

- international passenger transport services (access rights for railway undertakings wishing to 
offer domestic services at the same time as these services will have to comply with the 
provisions of Article L.2121-12 of the Transport Code).  

International groupings of railway undertakings established in the Member States of the European 

Union, other than France, for purposes of offering international passenger transport services, shall 

have transit rights enabling them to use the national rail network without this entitling them to offer 

services on French national territory. 

All these railway undertakings will be described in the rest of the Network Statement by the generic 

term "railway undertaking". 

Réseau Ferré de France invites railway undertakings to contact its One Stop Shop, the details of 

which are shown in § 1.8.1, for all enquiries into access to the national rail network. 

2.2.3. Licences  

Railway undertakings are granted licences in France for the types of services provided under an order 

issued by the Minister of Transport under the conditions set out in Title II of Decree No. 2003-194, 

the Administrative order of 6 May 2003 and the Administrative order of 20 May 2003, or by the 

relevant authority of a Member State of the European Union or applying equivalent rules to those of 

the European Union by virtue of agreements with the latter. This licence is valid for the entire territory 

of the European Union. 

Licences may only be granted if the conditions relating to professional skills, financial resources, good 

repute and risk coverage are fulfilled. 

http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&fastPos=3&fastReqId=1274036262&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&fastPos=1&fastReqId=116107916&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F6B2639E0362ECD42E75DA6482543836.tpdjo02v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023084385&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20110428
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&fastPos=3&fastReqId=1274036262&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#LEGIARTI000022739915
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F6B2639E0362ECD42E75DA6482543836.tpdjo02v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023084608&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20110428
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&fastPos=3&fastReqId=1274036262&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#LEGISCTA000006111977
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000421202&fastPos=1&fastReqId=936185035&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000604339&fastPos=1&fastReqId=363071912&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
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2.2.4. Safety certificate  

A railway undertaking cannot have access to the national rail network without possessing a safety 

certificate. This safety certificate consists of two parts:  

- Part A can be issued by the Railway Safety Authority (EPSF) under the conditions set out in 
Decree No. 2006-1279 and Administrative order of 14 April 2008 amended by the 
Administrative order of 6 April 2010, or by the safety authority of a European Union 
Member State or applying equivalent rules to those of the European Union by virtue of 
agreements with the latter. 

- Part B is issued by EPSF to a railway undertaking that already possesses Part A, under the 
conditions set out in Decree No. 2006-1279 and  the Administrative order of 14 April 
2008 amended by the Administrative order of 6 April 2010. EPSF will seek the advice of 
Réseau Ferré de France on the factors covered by Part B, before issuing a safety certificate. 

To conduct transport services on any line or line section mentioned on the safety certificate issued to 

it, a railway undertaking must, in particular, be in possession of the railway documents mentioned in 

§ 2.4.2 below regarding the particular line or line section. 

It should be noted that in the Administrative Order of 6 April 2010, provision is made for a simplified 

procedure for obtaining a safety certificate for access to the border sections of the national rail network 

identified in the said order. 

2.2.5. Cover of liabilities 

The insurance certificate or an equivalent document must cover the period for which the railway 

undertaking desires access to the network. Its amount must, in particular, cover any damage caused 

by the activities of the railway undertaking to Réseau Ferré de France.  

Railway undertakings or authorised applicants must submit a document certifying that insurance cover 

has been obtained, at the latest at the time of signing the contract for infrastructure use or allocation of 

train paths on the infrastructure of the national rail network and before the start of each timetable for 

which they have been granted train paths. 

This document will state the amount and scope of the financial coverage taken out, including any 

possible restrictions, and the period covered by the insurance. Railway undertakings or authorised 

applicants will have to inform RFF of any major changes in the conditions of the insurance covering it 

under the contract. 

In the event of doubts as to the amount covered by the insurance or the scope of the insurance 

coverage, RFF will be entitled to report this insufficiency to the Ministry of Transport. 

2.2.6. Contract for use of the infrastructure of the national rail network 

In application of Article L.2122-11 of the Transport Code, before any use may be made of the 

infrastructure of the national rail network for operation of a transport service, a contract must first have 

been signed between Réseau Ferré de France and the railway undertaking concerned. The general 

conditions applicable at the date on which this document is published are set out in Appendix 3.1, 

while a specimen of the special conditions is given in Appendix 3.2.1. 

Bodies other than railway undertakings may also sign a contract for the allocation of trains paths on 

the national rail network (§ 4.1.3). 

http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&fastPos=1&fastReqId=116107916&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000018743219
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022098244&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&fastPos=1&fastReqId=116107916&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000018743219
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000018743219
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022098244&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000022098244&dateTexte=&oldAction=rechJO&categorieLien=id
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F6B2639E0362ECD42E75DA6482543836.tpdjo02v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023084582&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20110428
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-2-1
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2.3. General commercial conditions 

Réseau Ferré de France, service provider, builds a commercial relationship with its customers which is 

simultaneously based on: 

- contracts requiring a signature:  

Á a contract for use of the infrastructure between Réseau Ferré de France and the railway 
undertaking (§ 2.2.6) 

Á a contract for allocation of train paths between Réseau Ferré de France and the 
authorised applicant (§  4.1.3). 

Á a contract for use of Information Systems (Appendix 3.4). 

- other contracts aimed at strengthening commercial relationships with willing customers and 
boosting the use of contracts for network services: 

Á infrastructure capacity framework agreements (§ 2.3.1) 

Á train path quality agreements (§ 2.3.2) 

- finally, a protocol is proposed to railway undertakings regarding the management of railway 
accidents and damage (§ 2.3.3) 

2.3.1. Infrastructure capacity framework agreements 

According to the procedures set out in Directive 2012/34/EC, , the Transport Code and Decree 

No. 2003-194, Réseau Ferré de France may enter into a framework agreement with any railway 

undertaking that applies for capacity as mentioned in § 4.1.2. This framework agreement will set out 

the rights and obligations of each of the parties in relation to the infrastructure capacity available for 

allocation and the practical procedures for invoicing for periods in excess of one timetable.  

The request and the offer of train paths for each timetable will be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the framework agreement and Chapter 4 below. 

In order for the request for a framework agreement to be taken into consideration, the capacity 
applicant must apply to the dedicated national (or regional) accounts manager or, if there is no 
identified contact person, to the One Stop Shop (§ 1.8.1), by the end of April Y-2. Such requests must 
indicate the origin-destination pairs concerned and the characteristics of the capacity corresponding to 
each origin-destination pair. 

The technical characteristics of the framework agreement are negotiated between the customer and 

RFF on this basis to produce a finalised technical appendix by mid-September Y-2. 

The framework agreement will not preclude the use of the infrastructure concerned by other railway 

undertakings; it may be amended or restricted, under the conditions set out in the agreement, to foster 

better use of railway infrastructure. It will make allowance for the targets and procedures for 

developing the general application of clockface timetabling. 

In accordance with Article L.2133-3 of the Transport Code, the framework agreement may be 

submitted by the parties to the Railway Regulation Authority in order to obtain a recommendation from 

this authority. 

The outline of a framework agreement is given in Appendix 3.3. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-4
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2012:343:0032:01:EN:HTML
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&fastPos=3&fastReqId=1675947529&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000784967&fastPos=3&fastReqId=1675947529&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/chapter4
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do?idArticle=LEGIARTI000023084476&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20120322&oldAction=rechCodeArticle
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-3
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2.3.2. Train path quality agreements 

Réseau Ferré de France reserves the right to offer railway undertakings and authorised applicants a 

contract which aims on the one hand to monitor a limited number of train path-days "under 

examination" (defined according to the resources allocated to this task within the infrastructure 

manager) and, on the other, to put a compensation mechanism in place in the event that a definitive 

response is given after the contractually agreed deadlines.  

The outline of a freight train path quality agreement and the outline of a passenger train path quality 

agreement are given in the appendices (Appendices 3.5.1 and 3.5.2). 

2.3.3. Protocol on the management of railway accidents and damage 

A protocol on the management of railway accidents and damage may be agreed between RFF and 

any railway undertaking that wishes. This protocol applies to railway accidents and damage in which 

the railway undertaking is involved, and the responsibility for which lies with the railway undertaking or 

RFF. It aims to promote the rapid organisation of information exchange between RFF and the railway 

undertaking, and to facilitate and accelerate the settlement of files, particularly with limited financial 

stakes, and the payment of the associated compensation.  

2.4. Operational rules  

2.4.1. Language 

All operations in connection with use of the national rail network will generally be conducted in French. 

On the border sections designated in Appendix 4.3, the local operating instructions will specify the 

language in which these operations are to be performed, where this language is not French. 

2.4.2. Documents  

In addition to compliance with the legal and regulatory provisions, use of the national rail network will 

be conditional upon compliance with the following documents. The classification of these documents 

may change in accordance with the provisions of Article 124 III of the Administrative order of 

19 March 2012. 

2.4.2.1 Documents drawn up in application of Article 10 of Decree No. 2006-1279  

The documents drawn up in application of Article 10 mentioned above include the operating 

documents and the specific operating rules. The parties directly concerned with the conception and 

updating of these documents are consulted under the conditions described in Appendix 1.2. 

¶ Operating documents 

These operating documents, established and published by Réseau Ferré de France via the 

Doc.Explore (Network Operating Documentation) application, and made available on the customer 

and partner (Clients et Partenaires) portal on the RFF website, include: 

1. Nationally applicable operating documents, 

2. Local operating instructions (CLE), drawn up and updated in compliance with State 

regulations, 

3. Technical Information (RT) or, for some lines, the documents that replace these (for 

example, the line instructions for single track lines with little traffic and single track lines 

operating under special conditions), the signalling diagrams and simplified schematic 

diagrams of the main stations which present the principle characteristics of the lines. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-5-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-3
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=BB1876DB2F29B906B7BF645D998A6B8A.tpdjo14v_2?idArticle=JORFARTI000025582704&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&dateTexte=29981231
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexteArticle.do;jsessionid=BB1876DB2F29B906B7BF645D998A6B8A.tpdjo14v_2?idArticle=JORFARTI000025582704&categorieLien=id&cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&dateTexte=29981231
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&amp;amp;amp;amp;amp;dateTexte=#LEGIARTI000022500833
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2014/appendix1-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix1-2
https://extranet.rff.fr/
https://extranet.rff.fr/
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¶ Specific operating rules 

In application of Article 10 of the above-mentioned decree, the specific operating rules are drawn up 

by RFF for the following activities: 

1. The movement from and towards work sites of trains used to carry out works on the 

national rail network 

2. The movement of trains on the sidings or private sidings of the national rail network, when 

this stems from a transport service carried out on a public or private network connected to 

this, as well as shunting operations conducted of necessity in this connection on main lines 

3. Activities carried out on the lines of the national rail network, including the movement of 

trains at periods during which no infrastructure capacity is offered 

2.4.2.2 Temporary rules and instructions  

The department in charge of traffic and train movement control (SGTC), in good time and on behalf of 

RFF, will provide the railway undertakings with the temporary operational rules and instructions related 

to infrastructure conditions, under the conditions described in the documents RFN NG SE 01 D-00-

N°003 "Driver information on modifications to infrastructure" and RFN-IG-AG 07 A-05-N°001 

"Management and provision of safety documents to railway operators and presentation of locations 

served".  

2.4.2.3 Other documents 

RFF will draw up other network use documents, available on the customer and partner (Clients et 
Partenaires) portal on the RFF website https://extranet.rff.fr/, for which parties concerned are 
consulted under the conditions described in Appendix 1.2. 

2.4.3. Traffic and train movement management 

Under the terms of Article L.2123-4 and following articles of the Transport Code, the role of 

managing traffic and train movements has since 1 January 2010 been conferred upon a dedicated 

department at SNCF, acting on behalf of and in accordance with the management principles laid down 

by Réseau Ferré de France as set out in Article  L.2111-9 of the Transport Code. 

This independent department, the department in charge of traffic and train movement control (SGTC) 

otherwise called the Rail Traffic Department (DCF), fulfils these functions under conditions designed to 

ensure free and fair non-discriminatory competition particularly between railway undertakings (Decree 

No. 2011-891 of 26 July 2011 on the department in charge of traffic and train movement control and 

including a number of provisions governing the rail sector). 

The main roles of the DCF are the following: 

- performing the practical technical studies necessary to evaluate applications for train paths, 
allocating capacity as such being the responsibility of RFF; 

- route setting operations, excluding the operation of safety installations considered to be 
simple; 

- tracking and sequencing train movements, these operations being carried out for the most 
part in the COGC (Operational Traffic Management Centres). Appendix 5 to this document 
specifies the relevant provisions; 

- supervision in practice of the safety aspects, taking precautionary measures in the event of 
incidents or potential safety risks and informing the outside authorities. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
https://extranet.rff.fr/
https://extranet.rff.fr/
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix1-2
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F6B2639E0362ECD42E75DA6482543836.tpdjo02v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023084560&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20110428
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do;jsessionid=F6B2639E0362ECD42E75DA6482543836.tpdjo02v_3?idSectionTA=LEGISCTA000023084720&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000023086525&dateTexte=20110428#LEGIARTI000023084718
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000024404315
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000024404315
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix5
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2.4.4. Security 

Railway undertakings must obey the security requirements applicable for use of the national rail 

network as far as staff, inspection or supervision of the rolling stock used in train consists, the 

passengers and the goods carried are concerned.  

2.5. Exceptional consignments  

A consignment is considered exceptional if it poses particular transportation difficulties on the national 

rail network because its dimensions, its weight (§ 3.3.2) or its configuration do not comply with all the 

compatibility requirements of the characteristics of the railway infrastructure (Article 2 of 

Administrative order of 19 March 2012). It can only be admitted onto the network under special 

technical or operational conditions.  

Exceptional consignments are made under the conditions set out in Articles 108 and 109 of 

Administrative order of 19 March 2012 specifying the objectives, methods, safety indicators and 

technical regulations governing safety and interoperability applicable on the national rail network. 

Access to the national rail network for exceptional consignments will be contingent on compliance with 

the specific provisions of § 4.7.1. 

Railway undertakings must obtain an exceptional consignment note (ATE) from the DCF. 

The relevant services involved are defined in § 5.2.3.3. 

The charges related to these services are defined in Chapter 6. 

Additional provisions related to traffic management are defined in Appendix 5.  

2.6. Dangerous goods 

"Dangerous goods" means substances and articles the transport of which is forbidden according to 

RID (Regulation concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail) or only 

authorised under specific conditions. 

In France, the surface transport of dangerous goods is subject to the RID the application conditions of 

which are detailed in the Administrative order of 29 May 2009 (amended by Administrative order 

of 20 December 2013), known as the "Administrative order TMD".  

Access to the national rail network for dangerous goods will be contingent on compliance with the 

specific provisions of §§ 3.4.3 and 4.7.2. It will also be contingent on the inclusion of permission to 

carry dangerous goods on the railway undertaking's safety certificate. 

Additional provisions related to traffic management are defined in Appendix 5. 

2.7. Verification of traction unit compatibility with the railway infrastructure 

2.7.1. Scope and object 

The verification of compatibility is only relevant for traction units that have already been given 

authorisation for commercial use (locomotives, diesel and electric railcars, etc.) and not hauled stock; 

it is only carried out for main lines. 

In addition, the process of verifying the compatibility of traction units described below in no way affects 

compliance with all legal and regulatory provisions or standards relating to all rolling stock.  

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663#LEGISCTA000025584193
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663#LEGISCTA000025584193
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/chapter6
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix5
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000020796240&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1609841200&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026843927
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026843927
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix5
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The verification of compatibility of a traction unit, carried out by Réseau Ferré de France, allows it to 

certify that the actual characteristics of the sections of lines intended for first use of this unit are 

compatible with the technical characteristics of the unit.  

This compatibility is studied in particular by applying the criteria defined in the commercial service 

authorisation. If required, this verification can lead to the operating documents being updated, 

particularly regarding use restrictions, or even to running becoming impossible.  

2.7.2. Procedure 

The railway undertaking shall ensure that the traction unit used, authorised in accordance with the 

regulations in force at the time of this authorisation, is compatible with the infrastructure of the lines 

used in accordance with the versions of the documents relating to the lines (§  2.4.2.1. sub-paragraph 

1). These documents indicate, for each section of line of the national rail network in particular, the 

types of traction unit compatible with the infrastructure and any applicable use restrictions.  

If railway undertakings want to operate a type of traction unit which is authorised but not listed in one 

of these documents on a particular section of line, and if the technical characteristics of this type of 

traction unit do not show any incompatibility with the characteristics of the section considered, as in 

particular may be seen from the commercial service authorisation and the details given in this Network 

Statement, and until such a time as the infrastructure register for which provision has been made in 

Article 31-II of Decree No. 2006-1279, has been published, they will ask Réseau Ferré de France to 

conduct a compatibility verification. Such requests must be made using the form in Appendix 11.2 

(form to be completed). Réseau Ferré de France will have 15 days to react in the event of the request 

file sent not being complete. 

There are three cases to consider in the following order: 

¶ Case 1  

If the authorised traction unit is already included in the list in Appendix 11.7, Réseau Ferré de 
France then will certify, within a maximum of three months of receipt of a complete request, 
whether the traction unit is compatible or not with all the sections of line, given in the request. 

¶ Case 2  

If the authorised traction unit is not included in Appendix 11.7, if it satisfies the characteristics 
presented in Appendix 11.3 for electrically-powered stock or Appendix 11.4 for thermally-powered 
stock, and if the requested scope of application is included in Appendix 11.5 for an electrically-
powered traction unit or in Appendix 11.6 for a thermally-powered traction unit, Réseau Ferré de 
France will then certify, within one month of receipt of a complete request, whether the traction unit 
is compatible with all the sections of line included in Appendix 11.5 or in Appendix 11.6 as the 
case may be. 

¶ Case 3  

In all other cases, it is necessary to identify all the required verifications regarding the infrastructure 
to establish the compatibility between the traction unit and this infrastructure. The complete list of 
required verifications, drawn up on the basis of the technical data for the traction unit (Appendix 
11.1 in particular) and the various components and configurations present on the infrastructure, as 
well as the methods for performing them (hereafter called "verification rules") must be written down 
in a document called a "Technical File" (a template is suggested in Appendix 11.8), which must be 
directly applied by the RFF and SNCF Infra services responsible for these verifications. 

The maximum response time for Réseau Ferré de France is three months from the date the railway 
undertaking submits a complete and directly applicable Technical File that it has drawn up itself. In 
this case, the compatibility verifications carried out by Réseau Ferré de France at its expense, are 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&fastPos=1&fastReqId=1518457615&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#LEGIARTI000022500852
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-7
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-7
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-3
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-4
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-6
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-6
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-8


 
 

 

 

National Rail Network Statement   
2015 timetable 
Version of 05/12/2014 30 

provided by the direct application of the information supplied by the railway undertaking in the 
Technical File. 

If the railway undertaking does not wish to draw up the Technical File independently, it may request 
that Réseau Ferré de France provide assistance in its technical measures. To this purpose, 
Réseau Ferré de France offers one of the two following services under the conditions set out in 
Chapters 5 and 6 of this Network Statement: 

Á Assistance in preparing the Technical File 

The railway undertaking sends Réseau Ferré de France all of the technical data listed in 
Appendix 11.1 so that the latter can identify the required verification rules and then put the 
railway undertaking in contact with the relevant SNCF Infrastructure departments. This 
connection aims to provide guidance for the railway undertaking as it draws up the Technical 
File, so that the number of verifications is limited to those absolutely necessary and the 
document is directly made applicable by the business formalisation of verification rules that 
can be understood by the territorial establishments which have to respect them. 

Réseau Ferré de France, together with the relevant SNCF Infrastructure departments, 
attends the meeting to validate the Technical File, organised at the culmination of the 
process by the railway undertaking. 

Á Validation of the Technical File 

The railway undertaking independently draws up the Technical File and then sends it to 
Réseau Ferré de France, together with the technical data listed in Appendix 11.1.  
Unless Réseau Ferré de France has indicated that the documents are incomplete, RFF will 
initiate a meeting one month after their receipt to validate the Technical File, bringing 
together the railway undertaking, Réseau Ferré de France experts and experts from the 
relevant SNCF Infrastructure departments. This validation meeting aims to limit the number 
of validations to those absolutely necessary, to identify any potential omissions, and to 
ensure that the business formalisation of the verification rules can be understood by the 
territorial establishments which have to apply them directly. This service is offered to railway 
undertakings that are capable of independently drawing up a Technical File. 

In all cases, the railway undertaking accepts responsibility for all the documents that it sends 

(technical data listed in Appendix 11.1, Appendix 11.3, Appendix 11.4, Technical File, etc.). 

A traction unit manufacturer or leasing company may also submit a request for a compatibility 

verification, if it so wishes. This is carried out according to the same methods and conditions as given 

above. 

2.7.3. End of the process and effects 

The findings of these verifications will be set out in a certificate sent to all the railway undertakings with 

a copy to the EPSF.  

On production of this certificate, vehicles will be allowed to operate without awaiting revision of the 

operating documents. 

2.7.4. Traction unit that has not already been given authorisation for commercial use  

The verification of compatibility of a traction unit that has not already been given authorisation for 

commercial use is subject to a service to be offered by Réseau Ferré de France, the methods of which 

are negotiated with its Commercial Division. It is the subject of a quotation which must be accepted by 

the customer. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/chapter5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/chapter6
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-3
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix11-4
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2.8. Procedure governing the staff of railway undertakings 

Railway undertakings must be in conformity with the regulations in force. 

2.9. Other specific conditions 

The reference documents for this section are the operating documents, which are available in the 

online application Doc. Explore accessible on the customer and partner (Clients et Partenaires) 

portal on the RFF website (Appendix 3.4.1.). 

2.9.1. Use of national rail network tracks by private siding owners 

Private sidings owners may use the sidings of the national rail network connected to their private 

sidings for train operating purposes. 

They may also use main lines for the shunting operations conducted of necessity in this connection. 

This type of use will possibly be subject to technical conditions and compliance with the safety 

regulations in force on the national railway network and with specific operating rules published by 

Réseau Ferré de France. 

- If private siding owners operate under the safety certificate of a railway undertaking, they 
must obtain a rolling stock approval issued by RFF in accordance with the document RFN-
CG-MR 03 A-00-No. 002 "Rolling stock of private siding owners running on the national rail 
network. Approval. Maintenance". 

- If private siding owners operate "in their own name", they must: 

Á obtain an authorisation for traffic movement issued by RFF from the One Stop Shop 
(§  1.8.1) in accordance with the specific operating rules RFN-IG-TR 01 A-00-N°005 
"Traffic and operation by private siding owners on the national rail network" and with the 
provisions of the document RFN-CG-MR 03 A-00-N°002 mentioned above; 

Á sign an agreement for use of sidings or main tracks that sets out the terms and financial 
conditions pertaining to this use by getting in contact with RFF (§ 1.8.1). 

RFF will not issue any authorisation for traffic movement requests on main track sections longer than 

4 km (1 km on single track). 

In the above two cases, RFF approval of the rolling stock is not necessary if the rolling stock 

possesses an authorisation for entry into commercial use issued by EPSF. 

2.9.2. Specific conditions governing the use of national rail network tracks for 
regular tourist traffic 

Regular tourist traffic takes place on lines or sections of lines during periods with no infrastructure 

capacity. 

Regular tourist traffic is conditional upon the signing of an agreement between RFF, the local authority 

concerned and the legal entity designated for tourist operation on the line, particularly following the 

prior approval of the Minister of Transport, according to Article 20 of Decree 97-444 (amended). 

For sections of line that are not included in the Network Statement, regular tourist traffic is subject to 

the regulations in force outside the national rail network in Decree No. 2003-425 (amended) on the 

safety of guided public transport. 

  

https://extranet.rff.fr/
https://extranet.rff.fr/
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-4-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000200248&fastPos=1&fastReqId=630899570&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte#LEGIARTI000006365848
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000787176&fastPos=2&fastReqId=361462256&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
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For sections of line that are included in the Network Statement, regular tourist traffic is subject in 

particular to Decree No. 2006-1279 (amended) on railway operating safety and the interoperability of 

the rail system. The legal entity designated for tourist operation on the line must, among other things, 

conform to the specific operating regulation RFN-IG-TR 01 C-05-No. 004 "Provisions regarding the 

safety of regular tourist traffic on the lines mentioned in the Network Statement", which provides for 

the establishment of a safety and operating regulations reference document (RSE), approved by an 

Approved and Qualified Organisation (OQA) regarding Decree No. 2003-425 mentioned above. The 

safety and operating regulations reference document and its validation shall be appended to the 

agreement. 

2.9.3. Running test trains 

Test trains can run on the national rail network without being authorised for commercial service 

operation, under the conditions set out in the operating document RFN-CG-MR 03 H-01-No. 001 

"Running test trains". Test runs must be previously authorised by EPSF, following a proposal from 

Réseau Ferré de France and on the basis of a file submitted by the test applicant.  

The test applicant must offer sufficient guarantees in terms of methods, instruments and its knowledge 

of the operating rules of the national rail network. Possession of a safety certificate or approval, 

COFRAQ accreditation under ISO IEC 17025 and certification according to ISO 9001 will be 

considered adequate guarantees. 

2.9.4. Rolling stock dedicated to or used exclusively for infrastructure maintenance 
operations 

The conditions under which rolling stock dedicated to or used exclusively for maintenance operations 

may be operated are set out in the specific operating rules in RFN-CG-MR 03 A-00-No. 003 "Vehicles 

belonging to works enterprises. Approval to run on national rail network lines in operation. 

Maintenance check". 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000788918&fastPos=1&fastReqId=535875471&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000787176&dateTexte=
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
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3. Infrastructure   

3.1.  Introduction 

To allow the development of rail traffic, Réseau Ferré de France is firmly committed to developing the 

network and improving its quality. This policy of maintenance and development is necessary to ensure 

a quality network that meets the expectations of railway undertakings and authorities responsible for 

organising transport. 

The scheduling of works for maintenance, renewal and network development and which affect the 

available infrastructure capacity, is dealt with in the present document in § 3.5. 

This chapter gives details of the main network characteristics. 

For those changes to the infrastructure of the national rail network that may occur between the issue 

of this document and the date it expires, the railway undertakings are invited to consult the operating 

documents that are essential for all those wishing to operate trains on the network (§ 1.8.1) for further 

details.  
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3.2.  Extent of the national rail network 

3.2.1. Limits 

The infrastructure of the national rail network comprises:  

- The lines or sections of railway line on this network, the composition of which is set out in 
Decree No. 2002-1359, enabling trains to be operated between the different geographical 
places where the equipment forming part of the national rail network described in § 3.6 
below or connected to the network. Lines and sections of line are, in the rest of the Network 
Statement, referred to by the generic term "lines". 

- The equipment accessible to the railway undertakings that, in particular, make it possible to 
perform the services described in Chapter 5, such as: 

Á passenger terminals (§ 3.6.1) 

Á freight terminals (§ 3.6.2) 

Á other facilities (§§ 3.6.3 to 3.6.7)  

A section of the lines on the national railway network is restricted to particular services (§ 3.4.1). 

The national rail network is presented in Appendix 4.5.  

The map of basic sections (SEL) for charging (Appendix 4.2) presents the sections of the network 

open for commercial service. The corresponding list (the only authoritative list) is given in 

Appendix 4.1.  

3.2.2. Connected railway networks  

The national rail network gives access: 

- to the railway networks in countries bordering on France and to infrastructure 
operated under concession at the limits of the national rail network (the fixed rail link 
under the Channel and the international section from Perpignan to Figueras of the high speed 
line between France and Spain); 

The list of frontier sections that give access to foreign railway networks and lines operated 
under concession is given in Appendix 4.3. The conditions for operating on these sections 
are set out by local operating instructions (§ 2.4.2.1).  

- to port railway tracks.  

Contact details for the major French seaports are given in § 1.8.2. The principles governing 
access and allocation of capacity between the national rail network and port railway tracks 
are defined in the present document and the Network Statement for each port concerned. 
Access to ports other than the major seaports is also possible under conditions agreed with 
these ports. Further information on this topic is available from RFF (§ 1.8.1). 

- to private sidings.  

A list of the physical locations of private sidings belonging to freight shippers and local 
authorities connected to the national rail network is given in  
Appendix 4.4. 

Connection to the national rail network is only possible under the terms of agreements signed 
between Réseau Ferré de France and private siding owners. Information about the 
possibilities for connecting private lines to the network may be obtained from the One Stop 
Shop (§ 1.8.1). 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000598875&fastPos=1&fastReqId=985098932&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
http://www.rff.fr/fr/fr/drr_telechargement/2015/chapitre5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-3
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-3
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A private siding owner may have access to certain parts of the sidings and main lines 
accessible from his siding subject to a number of technical and financial conditions governed 
by an agreement for the use of the sidings concerned. This is a facility granted by RFF. It 
does not apply to private siding owners working under sub-contract to a railway undertaking, 
who therefore act vis-à-vis RFF as a sub-contractor of a railway undertaking within the 
framework of the railway undertaking's contract for infrastructure use (§ 2.2.6). 

The second part of these interconnected private lines, including sidings located on SNCF 
property connected to the national rail network, is managed by its owner and under its 
responsibility. It is up to owners to take all appropriate operating measures to ensure that 
access to or exit from these sections for their trains, train movements or shunting operations 
occurs during the period agreed. 

When such installations are made available to another applicant by their owner, in particular 
in application of the legal principle of essential facilities, it will be up to the applicant requiring 
access to supply Réseau Ferré de France (§ 1.8.1) with the times, dates and conditions for 
operating the points leading to the lines to which it has been granted access by the owner. 

3.2.3. Further information  

Additional, but essential information is available in the documents described under § 2.4.2. 

3.3.  Network description 

This section summarises the essential characteristics of the network and refers to Appendices 4, 6 

and 7. The technical details are available in the operating documents (§ 2.4.2.1) and can be obtained 

from RFF (§ 1.8.1). 

3.3.1. Geographical identification 

3.3.1.1 Line types   

Lines consist of a main track ("single track" or "two-way track" line), two main tracks or more ("double-

track" or line with several "two-way tracks"). This type is represented on the map of the relevant 

national railway network provided in Appendix 4.5. 

Lines may also provide access to sidings that are part of stations, freight yards or other facilities 

(§ 3.6.4).  

3.3.1.2 Track gauge 

Apart from local exceptions, all the main lines of the national rail network are standard European 

1.435 m gauge.  

The map of the national railway network (Appendix 4.5) provides these exceptions. 

3.3.1.3 Stations 

The list of stations is given in the Stations Statement in (DRG) in Appendix 9.1. The Statement 

includes a description of the characteristics of these stations. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix7-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix4-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix9-1
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3.3.2. Technical characteristics 

Réseau Ferré de France offers the railway undertakings access to the "Infrastructure data" database 

containing details of the main technical characteristics of the track on its network. Access to this 

database is offered as part of the IS services according to the conditions defined in the contract for 

use of IS (Appendix 3.4). In addition, the main characteristics of sidings are given in the local 

operating instructions accessible via the Doc.Explore application (§ 2.4.2.1 and Appendix 3.4). 

The installation dimensions of the platforms with regard to the track in station areas are subject to 
specific monitoring. If specifically requested, they can be consulted at the One Stop Shop (§ 1.8). 

In the event that new rolling stock needs to run on the national rail network, the platform/train interface 
must be subject to a special study to ensure the compatibility of the rolling stock with the installation 
dimensions of the platforms. This study is performed as part of the verification of traction unit 
compatibility (§ 2.7).  

3.3.2.1 Loading gauge 

Trains operated by railway undertakings must comply with the most restrictive gauge of all the lines on 

which they run, according to the maximum loading gauge defined as: 

- the clearance gauge indicated for each specific route, in relation to the various installations 
encountered on the way (civil engineering structures, platform shelters, signals, etc.); 

- the limit not to be fouled by the maximum loading gauge of vehicles standing or moving on 
adjacent tracks. 

When the vehicle gauge of the train exceeds the limits defined above on one section of its route, it has 

to be operated as an exceptional consignment only acceptable on the national rail network subject to 

the provisions stated in § 4.7 and on network lines accessible to exceptional consignments 

(Appendix 6.9): 

The maps in Appendix 6.12 show the network lines accessible to exceptional transport such as: 

- trains carrying exceptionally large and bulky consignments, JUMBO (Appendix 6.12.1) 

- trains in envelope M and with the maximum permissible load D4 (Appendix 6.12.2) 

Each gauge is classified on the basis of a cinematic reference contour and, after application of the 

associated rules, in compliance with the provisions of UIC Leaflets 505-4 and 506. 

The International Union of Railways (UIC) has classified structure gauges, ranking them as in the 
following tables:  

¶ For freight traffic 

Gauge UIC Leaflet Characteristic 

G1 505-4 Minimum guaranteed on lines with standard European track gauge 

GA 506 Reference gauge of the national rail network 

GB 506 Exists on several main trunk routes on the national rail network 

GB1 506 Transport services for high cube containers 

GC 506 High speed lines 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-4-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix3-4-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-9
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-12
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-12-1
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-12-2
http://uic.org/etf/codex/codex-recherche.php
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¶ For passenger traffic 

Gauge UIC Leaflet Characteristic 

G1 505-4 Minimum guaranteed on lines with standard European track gauge 

FR3.3  For running certain types of double-decker passenger rolling stock 

G2 505-1 Certain cross-border traffic (Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg) 

These gauges are also described in European standard EN 15 273. 

For combined freight traffic, the gauge of the wagon/intermodal transport unit combination is obtained 

from the indications marked via a system of codes, themselves obtained by combining the overall 

dimensions of the wagon and its ITU thereby establishing the gauge requirement.  

Generally speaking, the reference gauge of the national rail network is GA.  

The maps in Appendix 6.1 indicate the maximum clearance gauges by sections of lines on the 

national rail network and by type of activity (page 1 for freight and page 2 for passenger).  

3.3.2.2 Load limits 

¶ Maximum permissible weight per axle 

In the classification of the International Union of Railways (UIC) a distinction is made between the 

maximum permissible weight per axle and the maximum permissible weight per linear metre. 

Standard gauge lines on the national rail network permit: 

- a maximum permissible weight per axle of 22.5 tonnes (Category D4) and 20 tonnes 
(Category C4); 

- a maximum permissible weight per linear metre of 8 tonnes. 

Appendix 6.2 shows the classification of the main lines on the national rail network. 

Sidings are normally placed in Category C4, unless otherwise specifically indicated in the operating 

documents delivered to railway undertakings by Réseau Ferré de France. 

When the load limits are exceeded on a section of line, trains may only be operated as exceptional 

loads, and may only be authorised to run on the national rail network under the conditions set out in 

§ 5.2.3.3. below. 

According to the rules for rolling stock marking, the load limits must be marked on wagons used for 

freight traffic on the national rail network. 

¶ Permissible weights of traction units 

For traction units, authorisation to run on the national rail network lines also depends on the track 

equipment, the type of rails and, in some case, the curve radius on the particular line. 

Lines are ranked from 1 to 5 (DEMAUX Groups):  

- lines ranked from 1 to 3 have running restrictions placed on them (tonnage and speed), in 
particular for lines with small radius curves; 

- lines ranked 4 and 5 are accessible without restriction to traction units respecting the 
Administrative order of 19 March 2012 mentioned above, provided that their characteristics 
are compatible with those of the line sections on which they are to run. 

  

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-12-2
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-2
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=664C43B845A3DCC21580FB2BF3D46BCB.tpdjo08v_1?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&categorieLien=id
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do;jsessionid=664C43B845A3DCC21580FB2BF3D46BCB.tpdjo08v_1?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000025582663&categorieLien=id
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The map in Appendix 6.3 shows the classification of the lines on the national rail network according to 

this index, plus those lines equipped with bull-headed rails that are subject to additional restrictions. 

Railway undertakings should contact Réseau Ferré de France (§ 1.8.1) for specific details of the 

running conditions on particular lines (§ 2.7).   

3.3.2.3 Line gradients 

The operating documents (§ 2.4.2) indicate the typical gradients of main lines on the national rail 

network. The signalling diagrams indicate the real gradients and curve radii on these lines. The 

operating documents also indicate the gradients for sidings. 

3.3.2.4 Line speeds 

Appendix 6.4 shows the maximum permissible speed for each section of line. The operating 

documents indicate the maximum speeds on each line for each train category allowed on the line.  

3.3.2.5 Train length 

The rules governing train lengths, consists and permissible loads are indicated in the operating 

documents for each train category allowed on the national rail network.  

The maximum length of freight trains is generally 750 metres, locomotives included, except for those 

worked at speeds in excess of 140 km/h or on lines for which the operating documents specify a 

different length.  

Consists longer than 750 m are only authorised to run on routes named in the "Route Book" and may 

be subject to special arrangements. 

MA 100 and ME 120 trains may be as long as 850 m and have a hauled axle weight of 1 800 tonnes: 

Le Havre-Paris-Marseille and Bettembourg-Perpignan. (Appendix 6.14), if:  

- They are composed exclusively of vehicles with bogies equipped with 
automatically adjustable braking devices, carrying a marking that indicates a permissible LCF 
of at least 400 kN in a 190 m radius curve with no superelevation followed by a curve in the 
opposite direction with the same radius and no superelevation (for example, HP) and, 

- they are braked according to the "long locomotive" principle. 

For more details, please consult the EPSF recommendation RC A-B 7a No 1 available (in French only) 

on the EPSF website. 

3.3.2.6 Traction current 

With a few local exceptions linked to cross-border sections, electrified lines on the national rail network 

are mainly supplied with 1 500 volt direct current or 25 000 volt, 50 Hz alternating current.  

Appendix 6.5 indicates which lines are electrified and the type of current in each case. 

On electrified lines, technical standards define the height of the contact wire and the pressure of the 

pantograph on the contact wire. Réseau Ferré de France will supply railway undertakings wishing to 

apply for permission to place an electrical traction unit in operation on the national rail network with 

copies of these standards. 

On some electrified lines with 1 500 volt Midi-type overhead lines located in the South and South-West 

of the network, train movements are restricted by pantograph bow widths (1.96 metres instead of 

1.6 metres). These restrictions are given in Appendix 6.5. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-3
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-4
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-14
http://www.securite-ferroviaire.fr/gb/index.php
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-5
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-5
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3.3.3. Operating and safety systems  

The operating documents indicate the type of operating and safety system for each of the lines on the 

national rail network.  

¶ Train spacing systems 

The different systems used on the national rail network to maintain the requisite distance between 

trains are: 

- Automatic block (colour-light or with reduced permissiveness) or manual block 
systems: These systems enable the distance between trains to be maintained by dividing the 
line into blocks. The entry to the block is automatically controlled (using track circuits or axle 
counters to identify whether the block is free or occupied) or manually controlled (with human 
intervention). 

- Cab signalling (TVM type on high speed lines): To move away from lateral signalling, high 
speed lines are equipped with TVM (track-to-train transmission) which means that signalling 
information is directly retransmitted in the cab.  

- ETCS: ETCS is an automatic European train control system which works using balises in the 
track and an IT system in the driverôs cab of the train and is deployed in Europe and France 
and aims to achieve interoperability between different networks allowing for smooth border 
crossing while still guaranteeing traffic safety. 

Á The deployment date of ETCS Level 2 which conforms to version 2.3.0d (TSI 
2010/79/EC) on the HSLs South-Europe Atlantic (high speed line from Tours to 
Bordeaux), Brittany-Pays de la Loire (high speed line from Le Mans to Rennes, with a 
branch line towards Nantes from Sablé-sur-Sarthe), etc. is set for 2017. The deployment 
date of the other existing high speed lines will be specified at the end of 2014. As for the 
East-European HSL phase 2, it will be equipped to open for commercial use in 2016. The 
ETCS Level 2 system consists of cab signalling which relies on the continuous 
transmission of data via the GSM-R network; the whole system making up ERTMS. 

Á ETCS Level 1 version 2.3.0d should be deployed in several phases, superimposed on 
KVB, between Mont-St-Martin (FR-BE-LU border), Zoufftgen (FR-LU border) and St-
Louis (FR-CH border), on one of the branches of the European North Sea-Mediterranean 
corridor. The aim is to complete the equipment for this route by 2018; two pilot sites will 
be put into service from the beginning of 2016: Mont-St-Martin ï Longuyon and Zoufftgen 
ï Uckange.   

-  other types (telephone block, etc.)  

Appendix 6.6 indicates the train spacing system used on each of the lines of the national rail network. 

The ETCS equipment is presented in Appendix 6.7 as a speed control system. 

¶ Speed or transition control 

The different types of speed or transition control are the KVB system (automatic speed control using 

balises on conventional railway lines), DAAT (automatic train stopping system), TVM on high speed 

lines and ETCS, which is currently being deployed. There are also specific types of control on certain 

border sections. These systems are specified in the corresponding joint instructions.   

On lines equipped with ETCS, trains with ETCS do not necessarily have to be equipped for KVB or 

TVM. 

Appendix 6.7 indicates the lines equipped with the KVB, TVM and ETCS speed control systems. The 

operating documents indicate those lines equipped for DAAT. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-6
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-7
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-7
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¶ Communication with trains 

Communication with trains takes place via the ground-to-train radio system (with or without data 

transmission) and GSM-R. 

The GSM-R system provides both ground-to-train radio links and mobile means of communication 

between users of this system, and possibly even between these users and the users of other systems, 

within the limits set out in the agreements that Réseau Ferré de France has managed to negotiate with 

the operators of these systems.  

Trains running on lines equipped with GSM-R must be fitted for GSM-R in compliance with the 

EIRENE technical specifications available from the ERA and UIC websites. 

On some lines not equipped for ground-to-train radio communications, drivers and operators on the 

ground can communicate via the GSM-GFU ARES system in the event of imminent or potential train 

hazards. However, this system is not a safety system. 

Appendix 6.8 indicates lines equipped with train communications systems and the type of system in 

each case.  

The deployment programme of the GSM-R network on the national rail network is available on the 

Réseau Ferré de France website. 

3.4.  Particular operating aspects 

3.4.1. Restriction of services concerned 

¶ Infrastructure reserved for freight transport 

Some of the lines on the national railway network may be reserved for freight transport.  

¶ High speed lines  

Some lines on the national rail network have been built to technical standards that, for transport 

services requiring high speeds, enable trains to be worked speeds equal to or above 250 km/h. The 

location of these so-called "high speed" lines is shown in Appendix 6.11. 

3.4.2. Environmental restrictions 

Local restrictions may be placed on the use of certain lines or sets of sidings on the national rail 

network by the public authorities for environmentally-related reasons (noise and other forms of 

pollution). This is particularly the case as regards restrictions on night traffic on some high speed lines. 

The restrictions in particular are repeated in the reference document "Opening times for lines, stations 

and signal boxes". 

3.4.3. Dangerous goods 

The infrastructure applicants mentioned in § 4.1.2 must contact the dedicated national accounts 

manager or, if there is no identified contact person, to the One Stop Shop (§ 1.8) for all requests 

relating to the possibilities for using the infrastructure of the national rail network and for running trains 

containing wagons carrying dangerous goods. 

In the event of transport of one or more wagons carrying dangerous goods, in accordance with the 

RID, railway undertakings are responsible for monitoring these in a way appropriate to this transport 

whenever they are on national rail network tracks.  

http://www.era.europa.eu/
http://gsm-r.uic.org/
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-8
http://www.rff.fr/en/the-network/the-network-in-projects/
http://www.rff.fr/en/the-network/the-network-in-projects/
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix6-11
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The operating document RFN-CG-TR 02 E-04-No. 003 "Stabling of wagons containing dangerous 

goods" defines the principles to be implemented, in accordance with the Administrative order (TMD) 

of 29 May 2009 (amended), for the temporary holding of wagons transporting dangerous goods on the 

national rail network. 

3.4.4. Tunnel restrictions 

The particular conditions applicable to trains passing through certain tunnels are given in the operating 

documents for the lines concerned or indicated by means of wayside signalling. 

3.4.5. Bridge restrictions 

The particular conditions applicable to trains passing over certain bridges and other civil engineering 

structures are given in the operating documents for the lines concerned or indicated by means of 

wayside signalling.  

3.4.6. Dedicated tram-train lines 

Due to their technical characteristics (in particular gauges), certain lines on the national rail network 

can only be used by tram-trains. These are Aulnay Bondy (line 958000), Mulhouse (line 132 000), 

Nantes Châteaubriant (line 519 000) and the Tassin link (line 782 310). 

3.5.  Availability of the infrastructure 

The conditions for opening the lines, stations and track access are specified in the reference 

document "Opening times for lines, stations and signal boxes", available on the customer and 

partner (Clients et Partenaires) portal on the RFF website. 

Works periods can also have an effect on the availability of the network (§ 4.5). The online application 

TCap allows RFF customers to consult the planned works windows and track capacity on the national 

rail network online via the customer and partner (Clients et Partenaires) portal on the RFF 

website. 

3.6.  Service infrastructure 

3.6.1. Passenger terminals (stations) 

The infrastructure of the passenger stations open to the public and information on their use is specified 

in the Stations Statement in Appendix 9.1. 

3.6.2. Freight terminals 

For all useful information about the precise location of the sites concerned and the possibilities on 
offer, enquiries should be addressed to the dedicated account manager, or, if there is no identified 
contact person, the One Stop Shop (§ 1.8.1). 

The conditions of access to freight terminals on the national rail network are given in the local 

operating instructions (CLE).  

3.6.2.1 Combined transport terminals 

Developed to meet the demands of transporting swap bodies, containers and road semi-trailers ("ITU" 

for "intermodal transport unit"), combined transport is a specific consignment which uses the road 

transport mode for pre or post forwarding to and from specialised terminals and the rail, river or 

maritime mode for the main route. 

http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/en/media-library/
http://www.rff.fr/IMG/Stationnement%20wagons%20TMD.pdf
http://legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000020796240&fastPos=4&fastReqId=1609841200&categorieLien=cid&oldAction=rechTexte
https://extranet.rff.fr/my.policy
https://extranet.rff.fr/my.policy
https://extranet.rff.fr/my.policy
https://extranet.rff.fr/my.policy
http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix9-1
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RFF combined transport terminals are spaces exclusively used for rail/road transport and which make 

it possible for ITUs to be loaded or unloaded using mobile or gantry cranes (no RFF sites at ports). 

The road platforms at these sites are specially designed for lorry traffic and the use of road cranes with 

particularly heavy axle loads. 

The list of RFF combined transport terminals is given in Appendix 10.3. 

The names of the terminal operators are detailed in § 1.8.4. Railway undertakings must contact these 

operators regarding the use of the terminals.  

Main characteristics of combined transport terminals, such as the identification numbers, length and 

useful length of each track and the type of supply, as well as detailed characteristics, such as the 

permissible wagon load limit on the track, certain functions and available services, and options for 

receiving dangerous goods and exceptional consignments, are  collected together in the 

"Infrastructure data" database, available on the customer and partner (Clients et Partenaires) 

portal on the RFF website. 

The service offerings of combined transport terminals, owned by RFF (§ 1.8.4) and owned by other 

bodies, are described in Appendix 9.  

3.6.2.2 Freight yards 

Freight yards are places where wagons may be loaded or unloaded or goods transshipped from rail to 

another mode of transport and vice versa. They are made up of one or more sidings and an access 

road ensuring trucks can reach the site.    

The freight yards managed by RFF, excluding those covered by § 3.6.8, and their locations are given 

in Appendix 7.1. of the Network Statement. 

Main characteristics of freight yards managed by RFF, such as the identification numbers, length and 

useful length of each track and the type of supply, as well as detailed characteristics, such as the 

permissible wagon load limit on the track, certain functions and available services, and options for 

receiving dangerous goods and exceptional consignments, are  collected together in the 

"Infrastructure data" database, available on the customer and partner (Clients et Partenaires) 

portal on the RFF website. 

3.6.3. Gravity marshalling yards 

Gravity marshalling yards are operating locations where, as part of a transport plan, gravity wagon 

shunting operations, the reorganisation of trainsets and the composition of block marshalled trains can 

be carried out. Gravity marshalling yards are formed of a hump and sidings which enable wagon 

shunting operations and the reorganisation of wagons in block marshalled trains. 

These marshalling yards are listed in Appendix 10.3. 

Main characteristics of gravity marshalling yards, such as the identification numbers, length and useful 

length of each track, as well as detailed characteristics, such as the permissible wagon load limit on 

the track, certain functions and available services, and options for receiving dangerous goods and 

exceptional consignments, are collected together in the "Infrastructure data" database, available on 

the customer and partner (Clients et Partenaires) portal on the RFF website. 

3.6.4. Sidings 

The infrastructure of the national rail network includes sidings classified as follows: 

- SGTC tracks reserved for traffic and train movement management purposes (passing tracks, 
reversing tracks, sidings for dealing with traffic incidents). They must not in principle be used 
for shunting and stabling trains; 

http://www.rff.fr/en/drr_download/2015/appendix10-3
https://extranet.rff.fr/
https://extranet.rff.fr/









































































































































































